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Storm Damage and Relief Efforts –  
Status Reports and Selected Media Coverage 

 
Bevill State Community College 
Electricity has beem restored to all campuses of Bevill State Community College. With the four campuses 
so far apart, they experienced various degrees of storms, severe weather, and resulting damage. The 
Jasper campus sustained the most damage, including the loss of numerous large trees; tree removal is 
ongoing on that campus. Two or three pine trees fell on the Student Center which sustained some roof 
damage. Davis Hall, the original Walker College building, sustained significant roof problems and water 
damage. The other three campuses and the Carrollton site fared well. 
 
Some employees did experience significant damage to their homes. 
 
Bevill State reopened for employees only on Monday in order to give each campus time to address 
unique issues.  On Tuesday, May 3, the classes that were scheduled for last Wednesday met.  
 
The four graduations are scheduled for the week of May 9. Schedule for four pinning ceremonies are 
pending.   
 
Calhoun Community College 
The college reopened on Saturday, May 7 for weekend students and will resume regular class schedules 
Monday, May 7-Friday, May 13. Finals are May 14-May 18. Graduation and nursing candle lighting will 
remain as previously scheduled on Friday, May 13. Students have been given two options for finals: keep 
their current grade as of April 27 and not have to return or return for classes and go through finals. 
 
Drake State Technical College 
Update 5/4/11: The power was restored on campus on Tuesday and resumed operations on Wednesday.  
There is no apparent damage to the college campuses. Downed trees are being removed.  Fifty percent 
of the county remained without power on Tuesday.  
 
Gadsden State Community College 
Gadsden State campuses suffered little or no damage requiring outside help.  One employee’s home was 
lost and many have damage.  
 
Jefferson State Community College 
Jefferson State opened Friday April 29. Although many of the students as well as some faculty suffered 
losses, the college had no significant damage at any of the campus locations. Melanie Nicole Mixon, a 
graduate of Jefferson State and a 2010 All-Alabama Academic Team honoree, was among six University 
of Alabama students killed.  
 
Northeast Alabama Community College 
Update 5/4/11: NACC reopened Tuesday. There is extensive destruction in the local area and relief 
efforts are ongoing. Three of the students killed at the University of Alabama had graduated from 
Northeast Alabama Community College. A member of the faculty lost their home in the storm and at least 
two others on the college’s staff had significant damage to their homes. 
 
Northwest-Shoals Community College 
Update 5/2/11: Water, electricity, and telephone service have been restored on the Phil Campbell 
campus. Finals were moved to the Shoals campus. Phil Campbell High School received damage to their 
buildings, and will use facilities on the Phil Campbell campus to finish their academic year.  Some faculty 
and staff lost homes to the tornado. NW-SCC Phil Campbell campus suffered flood damage to the Bevill 
Center and gymnasium basement. There was much debris and leaves on the roofs which stopped up the 
gutter drains, causing flooding in these buildings.  



Shelton State Community College 
Update May 4, 2011: Students returned on Wednesday, May 3.  
Update May 1, 2011: Shelton State had two confirmed student deaths directly related to the storm and at 
least four full-time staff members who lost their homes. The CA Fredd campus was without power at that 
time, but sustained minor damage and is working to address end of semester activities. Student Loryn 
Brown died during the tornado. Loryn, 21, was preparing to graduate this week and was planning to 
attend The University of Alabama in the fall. Shelton State Community College student Willie Lee “Trey” 
Turner, III, 21, died at his home in the April 27 tornado. 
 
Shelton State is hosting police officers from as far away as the mid-west --- and serving as the staging 
site for hundreds of power company workers and their equipment from across the Southeast United 
States. The Martin campus rear parking and soccer field has turned into a city of utility workers who come 
and go 24 hours a day as they restore power throughout West Alabama.  
 
Snead State Community College 
Update 5/5/11: Final exams began on 5/6/11. Graduation is scheduled for Thursday, May 12. The college 
has provided a means for students to ‘opt out’ of their final exams if needed. 
Update 5/4/11: Snead State was closed from April 27-29. Employees reported back on May 2 if they were 
able, but classes did not resume until Wednesday, May 4. There was no major structural damage, 
although damage was reported to fencing and the scoreboard at the baseball field, with some trees down. 
The Arab Center received no structural damage, but was without power until Tuesday, May 3. Classes 
resumed on Wednesday, although many students are without power or homes. 
 
Snead State has offered to provide classroom space, computer labs, IT equipment, and assistance to 
Wallace State Community College in Hanceville, and offered to organize a ‘clean up’ day to help with 
debris clean up. The College is establishing an “Emergency Student Assistance Fund” to aid students 
with critical needs. Several agencies, organizations and schools have offered assistance, and the college 
has requested fundraisers with donations designated for the assistance fund.  
 
At least four students lost their homes and all personal belongings.  Three of them are on the softball 
team.  A crew of students, along with the softball coach planned to assist them in the recovery efforts at 
their homes on Friday, May 6.   
 
Jennifer Hallmark, a nursing student from Arab, died during the storm. Jennifer was to graduate from the 
college’s RN program this spring. She and several members of her family were seeking refuge at her in-
laws. Her in-laws, her husband, and one of her 17-month old twin, Jayden, also died. She left behind a 6-
year-old daughter, Ari, and Jayden’s twin sister, Julie. The family is establishing an endowment fund on 
Jennifer’s behalf. Snead State President Robert Exley says Ari will accept Jennifer’s RN pin at a pinning 
ceremony next Wednesday evening.  
 
At least four students lost their homes and all personal belongings.  Three of them are on the softball 
team.  A crew of students, along with the softball coach planned to assist them in the recovery efforts at 
their homes on Friday, May 6.   
 
Wallace State Community College - Hanceville 
Update 05/09/11: Wallace State Community College reports they are open for business. 
There were no known injuries to the Wallace State family from the two tornadoes; however, many staff 
members and students experienced personal damages due to the storms on April 27. Staff and students 
continue to help others around them by volunteering.  
 
The college will not conduct final exams as scheduled. Instructors will work with students in their 
individual classes to allow students to accept the grade earned for work completed prior to April 27, or to 
schedule an optional exam beginning May 9. 
 
Several buildings sustained substantial structural damage, including the AVC (Advanced Visualization 
Center) and Bailey Center. Ninety percent of the remaining roofs have been impacted by the storm and 



therefore caused interior damage of various degrees.  Technology losses are staggering, particularly in 
the AVC. 
 
In most cases students will be able to complete the exam prior to the end of the semester. In other 
instances, college policy allows students to receive an incomplete and take the exam within eight weeks. 
Online courses, hybrid courses, and courses that meet on or off campus qualify for this incomplete rule. 
Some programs, however, such as health and technical programs, have special accreditation and board 
requirements such that those students must complete material that may not have been completed prior to 
the storm. In such cases, instructors will make arrangements for students to complete that work. 
 
Commencement exercises scheduled for May 13 are expected to proceed as scheduled. Students who 
would be eligible for graduation in May but who have not completed spring semester classes will be 
allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony. They will receive their diploma once their incomplete is 
cleared. 
 

ACCS-sponsored relief efforts 
 
Department of Postsecondary Education  
The Department of Postsecondary Education and the Governor’s Office of Workforce Development 
collected monetary donations for the Red Cross. In addition to the many individual contributions already 
donated, the staff raised another $1,635 in just three days and will still accept donations. 
 
If you would like to contribute to the Red Cross through the Department’s fundraising efforts, please send 
your donations (checks only) to the attention of Ms. Trish Jones, Department of Postsecondary 
Education, Post Office Box 302130, Montgomery, AL  36130-2130. The Red Cross will send you a thank-
you letter denoting your contribution within 2 to 3 weeks. Checks should be made payable to the 
American Red Cross and earmarked “Alabama Tornados.”  Your gift enables the Red Cross to provide 
shelter, food, emotional support and other assistance to tornado victims.  
 
Alabama Southern Community College Assists partner colleges with Disaster Relief Efforts 
Update 05/02/11:  Alabama Southern is facilitating a disaster relief effort with the ASCC Disaster Relief 
drive for tornado victims in the ASCC service area and North Alabama. Alabama Southern will be 
delivering the items to our partnering institutions.  
 
Items needed: tarps, bottled water, sports drinks, snacks, power bars, blankets, Styrofoam coolers, hand 
sanitizer, diapers,  new underwear (all sizes and genders), new socks (all sizes and genders) and other 
toiletry items, such as toothbrushes, toothpaste and feminine items. Deadline for donations: May 13th. 
For more information, visit: 
http://www.ascc.edu/Default.asp?PN='News2'&SubP='DNewsStory'&gn=&DivisionID=&DepartmentID=&
SubDepartmentID=&NewsID=27314&ShowNav=&StoryGroup=Current 
 
Where to go to donate to help storm victims 
Central Alabama Community College, Talladega campus, is accepting the following donations: School 
supplies, personal hygiene items, bottled water, batteries and flashlights, canned goods, packages of 
underwear and socks, all sizes, work gloves, diapers and baby supplies and new or gently used 
clothing…. 
http://www.dailyhome.com/view/full_story/13076501/article-Where-to-go-to-donate-to-help-storm-
victims?instance=home_news 
 
Small Business Administration offers loans to rebuild local economy 
….Partnering with Shelton State Community College, the Chamber of Commerce of West Alabama will 
take the initiative to supply storm-displaced businesses with basic business essentials, such as free 
phone and internet service and computer usage, according to a news release from the Chamber…. 
http://cw.ua.edu/2011/05/03/small-business-administration-offers-loans-to-rebuild-local-economy/  
 



Additional Disaster Relief Information  
 
Governor's Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives 
http://www.servealabama.gov/2010/default.aspx  
 
West Alabama Tornado Assistance and Information 
http://www.cbs42.com/content/localnews/story/West-Alabama-Tornado-Assistance-and-
Information/IX6oG_hgYkKtp_cFxMH0_g.cspx  
 
Over 250 Storm Recovery Jobs Posted on Alabama JobLink  
Alabama Department of Industrial Relations Director Tom Surtees announced today that over 250 storm 
recovery jobs have already been posted by 12 employers on Alabama’s online jobs database, 
www.joblink.alabama.gov.  
 
Some of the jobs posted include: general laborers needed for clean-up, tire technicians to repair tires and 
wheels on 18 wheelers that were damaged in the storm, and equipment operators, among others.  
Interested applicants can apply for these jobs online at www.joblink.alabama.gov by going to the 
Advanced Job Search section and selecting “View Only Disaster Recovery Jobs”, with “April Tornadoes” 
selected.  
 
Employers who wish to post jobs should choose YES for "Disaster recovery job?" and select "April 
Tornadoes" in the drop down box. Alabama JobLink allows jobseekers to identify themselves as 
unemployed due to the April tornadoes.  
Source:  Department of Industrial Relations. 05/04/11 News Release 
 
Disabled American Veterans Disaster Assistance 
The Disabled American Veterans National Service Office offers emergency assistance grants to veterans 
with service connected disabilities who have been effected by this disaster.  Grants are also offered to 
spouses of disabled vets.  Grants can cover immediate needs only, such as temporary housing, food and 
clothing. Point of Contact is Charles Lobdell. Phone: 334-213-3365 
Source: Jim Barrett, Exercise & Training Coordinator 
Montgomery Emergency Management Agency, Office: 334.240.4184; Cell: 334.850.9610 
 
The Road to Recovery 
Montgomery television station WSFA has set up a web page to assist victims of the April tornadoes.  “The 
Road to Recovery” provide links to donation sites, volunteer resources, updates on power outages, 
shelter information, and Facebook pages for “Pets Lost and Found” and a “Keepsakes Lost and Found” 
where individuals can connect with those who have found keepsakes and documents displaced during 
the storms. http://www.wsfa.com/global/category.asp?c=210255  
 
April 27, 2011 tornado outbreak in Alabama 
Stories, photos, maps, videos, how to help and more from the storms 
http://www.al.com/weather/april-27-2011-tornadoes/  
 

Read more about the storms’ impact to ACCS colleges 
 
Community Colleges and Natural Disasters  
AACC has compiled the following information pertaining to the tornadoes that ripped through the South 
last week and the threat of flooding this week. These resources include news articles, links to affected 
community colleges and ongoing relief efforts. It will be updated as information becomes available…. 
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/AboutCC/Pages/tornadoes2011.aspx  
 
 
 
 



Alabama colleges cope with devastation 
Community colleges across Alabama and other Southern states are reaching out to help their 
communities deal with devastating damage and loss of life caused by tornadoes that struck the region 
last week... 
http://www.communitycollegetimes.com/Pages/Campus-Issues/Alabama-community-colleges-cope-with-
tornado-devastation.aspx  
 
Wallace State Community College Back in Business 
Wallace State Community College is back in business. In the midst of a weeklong power outage following 
the April 27 tornado, which caused significant damage to campus, the college managed to do what it 
does best—serve students—and even found a way to get 2,200 registered for summer. 
 
“It was an extraordinary week,” said Dr. Tomesa Smith, Vice President for Students. “Even with our 
communication lines crippled as we worked from generated power and back up servers, we continued to 
serve students. Sometimes that meant contacting them on Facebook, and other times it meant a personal 
call to a student’s cell phone. Our Lion Alert emergency alert system proved invaluable. There were so 
many variables with communication here and in our community we just tried to stay in touch with students 
by using as many methods as we could, given what was available to us.”  
 
The Wallace State IT department took the college’s servers to Alabama Supercomputer’s Huntsville 
offices on Wednesday to speed online service for registration, Blackboard, and email.  Staff there 
assisted with the transition….   
 
While no structures were completely destroyed, more than 90 percent of the buildings on campus were 
damaged and 40 percent of the college’s landscape was affected…. 
Source:  Wallace Hanceville 05/07/11 News Release 
 
 


